OTHER   EDENS
was their profession, they never seem to have descended
to professional prejudices and party dogmas. On the whole
they were tolerant, and gave ample credit to the other
view.
Here is the first Lord Auckland's considered estimate of
his great commercial treaty—involving months of anxious
negotiation, all the irritants of claim and counter-claim.
The enterprise could not have been carried through if
Great Britain's representative had not been fully convinced
of the inherent Tightness of his cause against all interests
and arguments.
' I certainly do not pretend to foresee to what this new
friendship between the nations will tend; possibly to some-
thing bad in the course of time. Still less do I pretend to
foresee to what the contingencies of the old system of com-
mercial hostility would have tended; probably also to some-
thing calamitous, and that soon. But in the meantime I am
satisfied by all the sound principles of national policy that
I can trace in the writings of David Hume, Adam Smith,
Lord Sheffield, Mr. Necker, etc., that it would not only
have been absurd, but immoral in the extreme, to have
declined the present experiment, great and precarious as it
may be. In the present it gives bread and employment
and prosperity to millions, and as to futurity, the prospects
are, at least, as good as they were. So much for my creed;
at the same time I have perfect charity towards those who
either think or pretend to think otherwise.*
The relentless opposition of a Mr. Walker is brushed
aside with a friendly epigram. The other side of his con-
viction comes out in a remarkable letter to William Pitt.
The issue was the extension of the trade treaties yttth
France into a full conference * upon the great question
whether it is practicable to explain and arrange all causes
of jealousy and uneasiness between the two countries.'
If history does hot repeat itself it provides parallels,
and the * great question' has still to be answered. The

